Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District (RNRCD)
Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes
USDA Service Center, Rutland
October 5, 2023
Supervisors Present: Alan Shelvey, Mike Pedone, Sean Barrows and Lee Turner
Also, Present: Nanci McGuire and Clare Ireland, NRCC and VACD Finance Director 
Meeting called to order at 9:47 a.m.
Minutes from the August 24, Meeting - A motion was made by Mike and seconded by Lee to approve minutes. This was voted on and the motion passed.
Financial Reports – Reports for August and September were reviewed and discussed. 
A motion was made by Mike and seconded by Lee to approve the financial reports. This was voted on and the motion passed.
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)

District Manager Meetings - I reported on meetings that I participated in on September 11 and October 2.
Other Meetings

Ag Outreach Specialist – I sat in on an interview on September 26, with Hilary, her staff, one of the PMNRCD Supervisors and Michael (Bennington County NRCD, District Manager).  Hilary checked references and offered the position to Whitney Burgess on October 2. Whitney accepted the position and will start work the week of October 9. 

GRANTS

Tactical Basin Planning (TBP) – Alan and I participated in a Regional Coordination Meeting on September 26, with Angie Allen, Barbara Pulling (RRPC), Hilary (PMNRCD), and Pam Stefanek (Otter Creek NRCD, District Manager).

· Barbara, Hilary, Pam, and Alan and I reported on projects that we are currently working on.

· Angie shared the timeline for the Basin 3 TBP update due the end of 2024 and reported that she is planning to have a kick-off meeting in November or December. 

NRCC Design & Implementation Block Grant 2021 (Stormwater Facility on West Seminary St., Brandon)  

I participated in a meeting with Watershed Consulting and the Town Manager (Seth Hopkins) on September 6, to review the final design and talk about next steps. Seth has approved the design. 

Watershed Consulting applied for and has received a Wetlands General Permit and has provided this to me along with a final report. 

The next step is for me to submit all final deliverables to NRCC. Once these have been approved, I will submit the final invoice so we can close out this grant.

I provided Seth information on funding sources that are available for implementation and told him that the District is interested in assisting the Town in writing for funding to implement this project when they are ready. 

FY22 LCBP Clean Water and Healthy Ecosystems Grant (Town of Proctor SWMP) 
Community Visioning Meeting – I participated in this meeting with Watershed Consulting on September 28, from 6 – 7 pm at the Proctor Library. The goal of this meeting was to engage residents, municipal officials, and state and regional stakeholders and get their input on selected projects. 

The next step is to work with the Town to identify the top 10 projects out of the 35 that Watershed Consulting has identified to include in the SWMP. 

The deadline on this agreement is August 31, 2024.

Otter Creek Basin Clean Water Service Provider, Clean Water Projects (Stormwater Master Plan for Clarendon River Watershed in the Town of West Rutland) 

I participated in the kickoff meeting on September 11, with the Town Manager (Mary Ann Goulett), and Evan Fitzgerald. 

Evan reviewed the project timeline and deliverables and the team approach to town assessments. 

Evan shared a map of the study area with stormwater infrastructure and asked Mary Ann to point out areas of concern. Mary Ann identified a few areas of concern but suggested that Evan reach out to Sean to help with identifying areas of concern. Field work is scheduled to start this Fall.

The deadline on this agreement is June 30, 2025.

Wallingford Elementary School Stormwater BMP Project Implementation 
I am still working on setting up a meeting with Watershed Consulting, a representative from the Town Selectboard, the Town Administrator, and the new Director of Maintenance for the school to look at the design and discuss the details of this project. 

Legislative Update: (Clare Ireland)

Clare introduced herself to the Board and then gave some background of the legislative process.

Proposed Changes to the Statutes - Clare reviewed the proposed changes with the Board and got their input and comments.
Story Book Ending – Clare reviewed this with the Board and got their input and comments.

Environmental Justice / Community Outreach – Clare discussed this with the Board and got their input and comments/concerns. The Board is requesting more information on this. 
Other Business: 

Discussion on projects identified in the Cold River Corridor Plan. 
Next Meeting:  Thursday, November 16 at 9:30 at the Clarendon Grange Hall
Meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m.
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